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THE STORY OF JEFFERSON BARRACKS
By *HENRY W. WEBB

a great deal has been written of and about
T
Jefferson Barracks, there appears to have been nothing
prepared or written which presents a historical continuity
HOUGH

of the post. Spotted references are plentiful. Incidents
have been told and retold, and in the telling have been
changed and distorted. A brief and incomplete history of
the Barracks was compiled by Captain Harry E. Mitchell
in 1921. In 1938 Post Chaplain Walter B. Zimmerman
copied the Mitchell version, made some revisions, and added
a brief history of events from August 16, 1921, to November 4, 1938. Both efforts were mimeographed and but
few copies are known to exist at this writing. Aside from
these two efforts, which were both incomplete and in many
instances incorrect, the story of Jefferson Barracks and
the men who manned it has never before been assembled.
That no complete history of the post has been written
is partially explained by a number of facts. Through its
long life, the post has been headquarters for a number of
different organizations, some of which took their records
with them as regimental or organization archives when
they were transferred elsewhet:e. Some of the records
of the famous 6th Infantry, which occupied the post on
many occasions and for the longest period, were sent to
Nebraska, where they have become part of the state's historical records. Others followed units of the regiment to
Fort Knox and Fort Benning. Justification for the transfer
to Nebraska is the fact that old Fort Atkinson was estab• This ms. was forwarded for publication in March, 1946, hy Maior Earl W.
Smith, Headquarters Army Service Forces, Jefferson Barrack"" Mo., with the following
comments: "The preface to 'The Story of Jefferson Barracks' is inclosed for your
information. The addresses of persons responsible for 'The Story . .. ' are unknown
to- me." The title of the paper. however, was accompanied with the following words:
AB Compiled and Edited by Maior Henry W. Webb, Air Corps Public Relations
Officer 1942-43-44.
The ms. was R compilation of episodic info:rmation arranged in chronological
form. Dr. Arthur J. O. Anderson, Curator of History. Museum of New Mexico,
Santa Fe, smoothed it over for readability and added the explanatory footnotes. Ed.
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lished by the 6th under General Atkinson before the present
Jefferson Barracks was founded. Other discrepancies
doubtless resulted when authority to clean house was
received and many records probably were destroyed.
When the Works Progress Administration was supporting a writers' guild, the guild was commissioned to
prepare a history of Jefferson Barracks. In February 1943,
the writers' guild was disbanded. From the unassembled
material accumulated by the guild, supplemented by additional data since obtained, the following story of Jefferson
Barracks has been prepared. In many instances, the
material is substantiated by official documentary evidence.
In others, the information was obtained from newspapers
of the day and from the writings of others in which the
factual content appeared to be dependable.

* * *
N MARCH 3, 1805, an Act of Congress created the TerriGeneral James Wilkinson, commander of the United States Army, Department of the West,
was appointed governor of the new territory. Wilkinson
thereby had united in his person the civil and military
authority controlling the northern section of the Louisiana
Purchase. He was authorized to select a site for a new
trading post.
General Wilkin "lOll did not reach St. Louis until July 4,
1805, but immediately after taking over the reins of government, turned his attention to the establishment of the
new post. The nrst site selected was north of Florissant
on the south bank of the Missouri River. The owner, a
widow, hesitated to sell her land, and on July 23, 1805,
Wilkinson selected another site just east of Cold Water
Creek, also on the south side of the Missouri. The tract
embraced 5,000 acres and was purchased from a William
Massey.
Oddities~jn the_purchase were that a first deed, dated
April 20, 1806, was for five acres sold to the United States.
A second deed, specifying 5,000 acres, dated July 29, was
in favor of James Wilkinson, and a third deed showed that

O tory of Louisiana.
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the first was included in the second. The consideration was
$2,500. Not until August 16, 1809, was a deed recorded
transferring the land from Wilkinson to the government.
Notwithstanding the dates on the deeds,. there was
little delay in attempting to get construction under way,
though many difficulties were encountered later. The site
was first occupied by Major Russell Bissell and his troops,
who had accompanied General Wilkinson to St. Louis as
an escort.
Progress was lJlade with construction, parade grounds
were cleared, logs were floated down the river, and log
cabins replaced soldiers' tents. A quartermaster store, a
bake house, a blacksmith shop, a commissary, and cabins
for officers gave Fort Bellefontaine, the immediate predecessor of Jefferson Barracks, an aspect of permanence.
The prospect of the movement of most of the troops
from Fort Bellefontaine to construct and man new outposts
and protect western pioneer movements, awakened a new
clamor for military protection in the immediate vicinity.
As a result, on May 16, 1818, President James Monroe
commissioned Captain Boone, who had had a similar assignment in 1808, to recruit another company of mounted
rangers. In addition, personnel of the territorial guard
was increased.
On June 14, 1819, Colonel Chambers left the post to
rejoin the Cow Island contingent. In the meantime, 600
men of the 6th Infantry had aRsembled at Fort Bellefon~
taine and were preparing to ascend the Missouri by steamboat under the leadership of Colonel Atkinson. Steamboats were then new inventions. Those to be used were
the Western Engineer, the Expedition, the Jefferson, and
the Johnson.
The scientific wing of the expedition under Major
Long, accompanied by Major Thomas Biddle, Captain Ben
O'Fallon, three scientists, and others in the Western Engineer, left Fort Bellefontaine on June 21. Colonel Atkinson
and the others did not get away until July 4 and 5. Only a
portion of his command was able to board the steamboats;
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the remainder traveled on four barges propelled by paddle
wheels operated by treadmills. The barges proved the more
capable craft, as the steamboats developed complications.
Colonel Atkinson arrived in Cantonment Martin on Cow
Island on August 29. The TV estern Engineer, transporting
the Long contingent, met with fewer difficulties and had
reached Old Council Bluffs, where they awaited Colonel
Atkinson. Some weeks later the Colonel arrived and established Camp Missouri, later named Fort Atkinson in his
honor. At this time and for the next seven years it was
the most remote outpost of the United States.
Colonel Atkinson returned to Fort Bellefontaine on
May 13, 1820. He was given the rank of Brevet Brigadier
General and made commander of the right wing of the
Western Department of the United States Army. Thoroughly dissatisfied with conditions at Fort Bellefontaine,
General Atkinson on January 21, 1821, advised Secretary
of War Calhoun that the post was located in an out-of-theway place, that the buildings and conditions in general
were bad, and that it should be abandoned in favor of a
new fort to be constructed nearer St. Louis.
It would appear that Fort Bellefontaine had become a
rather dull place where tempers were easily frayed. The
soldiers settled their disputes with fists, while officers
revived the custom of meeting "on the field of honor." In
1823 Lieutenant Thomas C. Rector, who had been at Fort
Shelby in 1814 and later the snme year with Taylor on an
expedition on the Missouri, killed Joshua Barton in a. duel.
In August, 1824, Lieutenant William Selby Harney,
with four companies of men, stopped at the fort en route
to settle reported Indian uprisings in the Yellowstone
country. Peace was declared before Harney could reach
the scene, and he returned to spend the winter at the fort.
In September, Major Stephen Watts Kearny, with a battalion of the 1st Infantry, made a brief stop en route from
Fort Snelling to Fort Atkinson to replenish supplies.
In the spring of 1825, General Atkinson was ordered
to conduct another expedition to the mouth of the Yellow-
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stone to make treaties with the Indians. Lieutenant Harney, placed in command of 476 men of the 6th Infantry,
departed for Fort Atkinson on March 20, 1825. Joined
by Major Kearny, the detachment then proceeded on the
expedition up the Missouri.
General Lafayette visited St. Louis on April 29, 1825,
and General Daniel Bissell, who had retired in 1821, was
master of ceremonies for the occasion. Major Kearny
returned from the Yellowstone expedition on May 10, followed by Harney (now Captain) who arrived on the 14th.
He departed soon afterward for frontier duty.
At this time the old fort was truly in a bad state of
decay. Huts and barracks were hardly habitable, and
Kearny sought for immediate arrangements to move. Major
General Brown, Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
directed that a site for a new post be selected in the vicinity
of St. Louis, and General Atkinson and Major General
Edmund P. Gaines, commander of the Western Headquarters at Memphis, were selected to determine the exact
location.
The village of Carondelet had been given a grant of
6,000 arpents 1 of land by the Spanish Governor Trudeau in
1797. Carondelet originally had been called Vide Poche,
which means Empty Pocket. The name may indicate why
the villagers were anxious for the .encampment to be located
where it would create a market for their wares. An offer
was made to donate a tract of land for the new establishment. The ~ite offered was satisfactory to both Gaines
and Atkinson, and a conditional deed was drawn up and
approved by Colonel Joshua A. Brandt, Assistant Quartermaster, representing the United States. Although there
were technicalities to be ironed out, the deed was signed on
July 8, 1826. In the original deed, which did not specify
the exact size of the tract, boundaries were defined by land
sites. Later it was found to contain 1,702.04 acres. The
original description of what was to become Jefferson Barracks is of interest: it was bounded "On the north by the
1. Five thousand and forty acres. The arpent or arpen was an old French land
measure whose value varied with the locality. In Canada it corresponded to .84 acr....
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land of Julian Choquette and Benjamin Patterson, on the
east by the Mississippi River, on the south by general tract
#31 and on the west by the Carondelet-Herculaneum Road."
Tod::.y in modern St. Louis, Fort Bellefontaine or what was
the site of the old post, is located at the extreme north end
of Broadway, while the newer post, Jefferson Barracks, is
at the extreme south end of the same street.
An order of the Adjutant General No. 66, dated October 23, 1826, named the new post "The Jefferson Barracks"
and designated it to become an "Infantry School of Practice" (basic training center). It was named to honor the
memory of President Thomas Jefferson, who had died on
July 4 of the same year.
Some historians credit Colonel Talbot Chambers with
being the first to occupy the new site. Chambers, however,
had been cashiered from the Army on April 28, 1826, more
than two months before Major Stephen Watts Kearny, with
four companies of the 1st Infantry, set up camp on July 10.
Kearny, therefore, was technically the first commander of
the camp, which was named Cantonment Adams, in honor
of John Quincy Adams, then president of the United States.
Major Kearny was given full charge of construction by
General Atkinson. Kearny had been in and around Fort
Bellefontaine for about two years before being sent to Fort
Atkinson and then was with Harney on an expedition up the
Missouri River. He returned to Bellefontaine on May 10
in time to prepare for occupancy of the new site.
On September 19,1826, Brevet Brigadier General Henry
Leavenworth arrived with a battalion of the 3rd Infantry,
setting up an adjoining camp named Cantonment Miller in
honor of Colonel John Miller, then governor of Missouri.
As ranking officer, Leavenworth was in direct cornmand. 2
Some historians have designated many officers, beginning with Major Kearny, as commanders of the Barracks
during its early years. Though General Atkinson was commanding officer-of the 6th Infantry and was later designated
Commander of the Right Wing of the Western Department
2. Previously, as a colonel, he had established Fort St. Peters, later to become
Fort Snelling, in Minnesota.
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of the Army, and though he wa~ in St. Louis or farther
afield a great deal of the time, tecords are not available
to indicate that he ever relinquished command of the new
post until his death on June 14, 1842. Thus it is assumed in
this chronicle that while others may be credited with acting
command, General Atkinson, having had the responsibility,
was in actual command from the founding of the post on
July 8, 1826, until his death.
In November 1826, the Barracks garrison consisted of
the 1st Infantry, a battalion of the 3rd Infantry, and a
detachment of recruits. By late December, barracks buildings had been erected for the 1st Infantry and occupied by
the soldiers. On January 18, 1827, the first military ball,
formally opening the post to the public, was held in a
central building which had just been completed. Some two
weeks later the people of St. Louis returned the honor,
entertaining the officers of the garrison. This was with a
ball said to have been the most brilliant affair in the early
history of the city. Held at the mansion of former Governor Clark, it marked the beginning of a friendship between
the post and the city which has lasted ever since.
At this time the land adjoining the post was a wilderness. St. Louis was but a trading center, and the post itself
was a frontier station organized for the protection of the
inhabitants of the surrounding territory.
General Atkinson spent most of the latter part of the
winter of 1826-27 at Fort Atkinson, the post he had built
at the mouth of the Nebraska River (Council Bluffs, Iowa),
but when navigation opened in the spring he returned, arriving on April 22. He speeded up construction activities,
supervising the drafting of plans for permanent stone quarters and the improvement of the grounds. The work was
done by soldier labor. Some $70,000 was spent for quarters
of officers and men, hospitals, and subsistence and quartermaster stores.
General Atkinson was soon afield again, and Major Daniel Ketchum was acting administrative commander of the
post. The 6th Infantry was ordered to abandon Fort Atkinson, and soon units under Major Bennett Riley arrived at
JEFFERSON BARRACKS
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the Barracks. This brought General Atkinson's own regiment to the Barracks, which remained its home for varied
periods until 1941.
On June 20, 1827, Major General Jacob Brown, Chief of
Staff of the United States Army and hero of Lundy's Lane,
arrived for a seven-day tour of inspection of both construction and troops. There were twenty-two companies on duty
-six of the 1st, six of the 3rd, and ten of the 6th-hard at
work on the buildings and grounds.
Plans for the Infantry School of Instruction had met
with little success, primarily because of the intensive building program. General Leavenworth had been in charge of
the school plan, but when this was given up in the spring of
1827, he left the Barracks to establish Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. He was accompanied by three companies of the
3rd Infantry.
On August 7, 1827, a four-acre tract was purchased by
a commission selected for the purpose to be used for the
construction of an arsenal to serve the post. This land,
which is that now bounded by Broadway, Utah, and Arsenal
Streets in St. Louis, provided the beginning of the famous
St. Louis Arsenal. The site was then some three miles
below St. Louis between Jefferson Barracks and the city.
In June 1827, Captain William S. Harney was recalled
from visiting Washington on leave and ordered to Winnebago, Wisconsin, with two companies of the 1st Infantry.
The Indians and their troublesome old chief, Black Hawk,
were causing trouble with the white settlers and had been
joined by the Sioux under Red Bird. General Atkinson followed Captain Harney in September with a brigade, determined to eliminate permanently a constant source of
trouble. The campaign was brief. Black Hawk and Red
Bird were captured, and the Indians dispersed with a
promise to cause no further annoyance.
Atkinson-and Hal'lley retul'lled to the Barracks. Red----Bird died within a few months; Black Hawk, tried in the
United States Circuit Court, was acquitted for lack of evidence approximately a year after his capture.
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General Atkinson apparently was away from the post
on January 9, 1828, when Colonel A. R. Wooley was acting
commander, and also on July 1, when Major Bennett Riley
was temporarily in command. Riley had returned with
three companies of the 6th from escorting an emigrant
train to Arkansas. On the latter date, Jefferson Davis,
a cadet assigned to the 1st Infantry, reported for duty on
his first assignment after graduation from West Point. He
was sent to Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien to join Captain Harney and proceeded with him to Green Bay, Wisconsin, where they were to construct Fort Winnebago.
Headquarters of the 3rd Infantry was moved from Fort
Leavenworth to the Barracks and eight companies arrived
early in the spring of 1829. During the summer, Major
Riley, with a detachment of the 6th Infantry, conducted
expeditions over the Santa Fe Trail, and on November 20
Captain Lewis left with two companies of the 3rd Infantry
to establish a garrison at Black Creek in the Choctaw Nation
of the Indian Territory. Albemarle Cady was a second
lieutenant at the post. 3
Early in 1830 dueling again showed its venomous head
as a method of settling personal differences. Second Lieutenant Charles O. May was killed in a duel and buried in the
post cemetery. Bloody Island continued to be the scene of
such encounters between officers. Later in the year, Major
Thomas Biddle, Army paymaster at St. Louis who had
been breveted for gallantry at the Battle of Lundy's Lane
and who had been with the Long party in 1819, became
involved in a political controversy with Pettis Spencer, a
candidate for Congress. In the resultant duel, Biddle, whose
eyesight was poor, chose the weapons and the distance. He
named pistols at five paces. The result, as could be expected,
was the death of both men. Several officers from the Barracks witnessed the tragedy. News of it reached Washington, and high Army authority threatened harsh reprisals
if further dueling took place in military circles.
In December Major Kearny, who had been placed in
3.

He returned a major in 1854 and eventually wore the star of a general.
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charge of construction at the Barracks, was relieved of his
duty and left for Natchitoches on the Red River with the
first battalion of the 3rd Infantry.
In the meantime, rumblings of trouble with the Indians
had been emanating from the upper Mississippi. The basis
of the difficulties was the same as in 1810; namely, dissatisfaction of the Indians with regard to territory. Some of the
tribes who had agreed to treaties, selling and trading their
lands, and had been moved to reservations west of the
Mississippi, were again expressing their dissatisfaction with
the results of the exchange. They were attempting to return to their old home, which by that time had been occupied
by white settlers. Others, like the old troublemaker Black
Hawk and his followers, had never consented to the terms
of the treaties and would not give up their lands which
incoming settlers had purchased from the government.
Clashes occurred which threatened to assume the proportions of a real war.
The situation became so serious that Governor Reynolds of Illinois called out the militia, and Major General
Edmund P. Gaines, Commander of the Department of the
West, came to Jefferson Barracks to investigate. He took
a detachment from the post and on June 7, 1831, held a
council with Black Hawk, who told him that his people
would not leave their lands and that they were not afraid of
United States troops. This was apparently a bluff, for
Gaines learned that the Indian opposition was not as strong
as had been indicated. On the arrival of Illinois volunteers
on June 25, Black Hawk requested another parley. This
resulted in a treaty which, unfortunately, was broken by
both parties before the year was out.
The roster at the Barracks had gained a battalion in
1831 when Major Bennett Riley, who had been acting
commander of the post in 1827, returned from Fort Leavenworth with four companies of- the 6th Infantry. Thesame
number left in September when headquarters of the 3rd
Infantry, including staff, field officers, and four companies,
was transferred to Fort Jesup, Louisiana.
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Indian difficulties were stirred up again early in 1832.
Several tribes, including Black Hawk and his followers, were
again defiantly returning to their former lands, serving
notice that the whites might attack if they wished. General
Atkinson embarked from the Barracks by steamer on April
8 to run down Black Hawk. He was accompanied by six
companies of the 6th Infantry under command of General
Daniel Baker, with Lieutenant Albert Sidney Johnston as
Adjutant, and Lieutenant Jefferson Davis a member. The
party departed from the post on board the steamers Enterprise and Chieftain. 4 A reconnoitering expedition of 270
men under Major Stillman was met by three of Black Hawk's
warriors carrying a flag of truce and an invitation to a
parley at the Indian camp. Stillman disregarded the white
flag and took the Indians prisoners. Black Hawk sent five
more men to ascertain the fate of his messengers. Two of
these were killed by a detachment sent out by Stillman,
who followed with an attack on the main force of Black
Hawk. This was disastrous for Stillman. The Indians fell
on the soldiers with such fury that the attack was turned
into a rout. Thus began the Black Hawk War.
With the news of the rout of Stillman, other tribes and
portions of tribes joined Black Hawk. On the other hand,
preparation was made by the Army for a decisive campaign
against the Indians. The final showdown came on August
2, 1832, when they were completely defeated. Participating
with the regulars from Jefferson Barracks were some 900
volunteers from Illinois, one group of which was commanded
by Captain Abraham Lincoln, and volunteers from Missouri,
Wisconsin and Michigan. Mounted rangers of the latter
state were led by Colonel Henry Dodge, soon to be heard of
at the Barracks. .Black Hawk was again captured and,
guarded by Second Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, brought to
Jefferson Barracks to be imprisoned.
While the chieftain was confined at the Barracks, Washington Irving paid him a visit and Catlin, the artist, journeyed to the post to paint him. Later transferred to Fort
4.

The 6th Infantry did not return from the Black Hawk War until· October 2.
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Monroe, he was, by a strange coincidence, imprisoned in
quarters where some thirty years later Jefferson Davis was
confined.
While most of the troops were away on the Black Hawk
expedition, two cases of Asiatic cholera were discovered on
the post and others were reported in nearby St. Louis. Fears
of an epidemic were great, but the malady disappeared
within a few months.
An Act providing for the organization of the United
States Regiment of Dragoons was passed by Congress on
March 2, 1833. Colonel Henry Dodge, who had distinguished himself as Colonel of the Michigan Mounted Rangers
during the Black Hawk War, was selected by President
Jackson to be its commander. The unit was organized at
the Barracks. Jefferson Davis, who had been promoted to
first lieutenant, was adjutant of the regiment, which was
fully recruited in June, 1834. 5
On November 30, 1833, five troops of the Dragoons
were moved to winter quarters near Camp Jackson, Arkansas, while four companies of the 6th Infantry returned to
the Barracks from Fort Leavenworth. During 1834 and
1835 changes in personnel were continuous at the post, with
detachments leaving for and returning from various sections of the frontier. By this time there were 230 steamboats with a tonnage of 39,000 plying between St. Louis
and New Orleans.
Albert Sidney Johnston,6 who had helped to run down
Black Hawk in 1832, resigned as Adjutant of the 6th Infantryon May 31, 1834, and went to Texas. Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Watts Kearny, the first acting commander of the
Barracks under General Atkinson, was ordered to succeed
Brigadier General Leavenworth as commanding officer of
Fort Leavenworth. General Leavenworth died on an Indian
expedition on July 21, 1834.
5. Davis. who had. a.!,-rived.at the Barracks just out of West Point. in 1828, was
later ordered to Kentucky. On June 30, 1835, he resigned from the Army, but
reappeared subsequently as a hero of the Mexican War, Secretary of War. and
President of the Confederacy.
6. He subsequently -became Adjutant General and Secretary of War of the Republic of Texas. He was on the Confederate side during the Civil War.
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Dr. William Beaumont, proclaimed one of the six greatest heroes of American medical science, was Surgeon
General at the Barracks from 1835 to 1840. It was during
this period that he completed his thesis on digestion from
observation of the exposed digestive organs of a patient.
The 6th Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Abner R.
Thompson left the Barracks on February 29, 1836, for
Louisiana, not to return until after the Seminole War of
1842. Colonel Dodge resigned command of the 1st Dragoons on July 4 and accepted the governorship of Wisconsin
Territory. This composed what is now Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and part of the Dakotas. Lieutenant Colonel
Kearny again returned to the post, this time to succeed
Colonel Dodge. St. Louis was made a port of entry during
the year.
On November 30, Colonel Zachary Taylor, who had
returned to the area, arrived from Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, to assume acting command of the Barracks. In the
absence of General Atkinson, the temporary command of
the right wing of the Western Department of the United
States Army also devolved on Taylor. 7 He had been known
in the vicinity since before 1814, when he was appointed
commander of the United States troops in Missouri. He
was at Bellefontaine on numerous occasions including the
time when he assumed command of troops west of the
Mississippi on the death of General Howard in September,
1814.
The following months were uneventful except for hard
work. "Old Rough and Ready" took pride in the excellence
of his troops and occasionally resorted to roughness to
keep them up to expectations. His favorite. methods of
roughing was to grab a recalcitrant soldier by the ear, and
give him a good shaking. This was called "wooling." On
one occasion while reviewing ~ dress parade, Taylor noticed
a burly immigrant recruit out of line. Pointing to the
soldier he ordered, "Dress !," but the soldier, not under7. Taylor commanded United States forces in Louisiana and Texas; at the out:break of the Mexican War he led the invasion of northern Mexico, and was President
of the United States, 1848-1850.
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standing English, did not know what was meant. Taylor
walked up to him and proceeded to give him a good "wooling." As soon as the astounded trooper could shake himself
free, he landed a haymaker which stretched the Colonel
out full length on the parade ground. This was mutiny in
the eyes of nearby officers, who rushed at the soldier. Before
they could do anything, however, "Old Rough and Ready"
commanded, "Let that man alone. He will make a good
soldier."
Despite the proximity of St. Louis, Jefferson Barracks
was still in wild surroundings in 1837. On June 11 of that
year Daniel Webster paid a visit to the post and enjoyed
the thrill of shooting deer within sight of the ;Barracks.
Colonel Taylor was called back to Fort Crawford at
the urgent request of (Colonel) Governor Dodge on May 19
to intercede in an embryo war between the Sacs and
Winnebagos.
For some time the channel of the Mississippi River had
been undergoing a change. Its course, moving toward the
Illinois side, threw up sand bars that offered a serious threat
to the wharves of St. Louis and the commercial activity of
that city. Congress had appropriated $15,000 to build a
pier "to give direction to the current," and on August 15,
1837, First Lieutenant Robert E. Lee arrived to apply his
engineering and scientific knowledge to the problems at
hand. After a preliminary survey he reported to General
Gratiot, Chief Engineer of the War Department, enclosing
a hand-drawn map of the area. Lee's efforts were successful, and the channel of the river was moved back toward
the Missouri side. Bloody Island, remembered as a dueling
ground, became part of the mainland near what is now East
St. Louis on the Illinois side. In recognition of his accomplishment, Lee was assigned as a captain to construction and
repair of New York harbor defenses in 1840. He returned
to Jefferson_llar:r:.~cks in_l8.55. Lee lived at the Barracks
for a time during his river control activities, but on the
arrival of his family moved to St. Louis.
In the interim, President Van Buren was very much
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disturbed about the difficulties United States troops were
having in subduing the warring Seminole Indians in Florida. A discussion with Senator Benton of Missouri suggested that tactics employed with Indians in the Mississippi
region would also prove effective there. As a result, Colonel
Taylor was ordered to take command of United States
troops in Florida. He returned to the Barracks on July 20,
1837, and left on September 5 for Jacksonville, Florida,
with six companies consolidated with four companies from
F'ort Snelling under Colonel William Davenport, who had
arrived July 22, and three troops of the 2nd Dragoons,
which had been transferred to the Barracks from New
Orleans, having arrived on May 20. The journey required
55 days, the troops marching 1,200 miles overland with
Captain David E. Twiggs in command. In addition, a regiment of 600 Missouri volunteers was ordered mustered in
on September 8, 1837, at Columbia, Missouri, for SeminoleFlorida service. These troops marched from Columbia to
the Barracks on October 6, 1837. The regiment included
two companies composed of Osage and Delaware Indians.
After a short period of preparation, the regiment left by
boat for New Orleans and went from there to Florida to
join Colonel Taylor's command.
In the battle of Okeechobee, which took place on Christmas Day~ 1837, Colonel Richard Gentry, of the Missouri
Guards, was killed, and with but one exception every officer
was wounded. The United States troops lost 26 killed, and
112 suffered wounds. Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, Captain Joseph Van Swearingen, and Lieutenants Francis J.
Brooks and John B. Center, of the 6th, died on the field
of battle. None of the bodies but Thompson's could be
identified, and on return to the Barracks they were buried
in one grave in the post cemetery.
The Missouri volunteers saw no further service and
returned to the Barracks to be mustered out early in the
spring of 1838. Other troops, however, did not return until
1842.
General Atkinson remained at the Barracks during the
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Florida campagin. In the fall of 1837, Lieutenant Philip
Kearny, nephew of Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny, was
assigned to the general's staff, having been transferred to
the post from Fort Leavenworth. He distinguished himself
during approximately eight months of duty at the post, and
was then selected to be one of a contingent of young cavalrymen sent to France to study the cavalry tactics of the French
Army. It was while at the Barracks that he married Mrs.
Atkinson's younger sister, Diana Bullitt, of Kentucky.
Much of the construction begun with the establishment
of the new post was completed by 1840. There was a
permanent brick hospital building 24' x 120' on the ridge
about 500 yards north of the parade grounds, a dispensary,
a mess hall, storerooms, etc., an imposing house for the
commanding officer, a quartermaster's storehouse, and outbuildings of various kinds. 8 The oldest landmark on the
grounds is a stone tablet now mounted on a knoll just north
of the entrance to the gymnasium building at the west end
of the parade ground on which is chiseled:
1827
.J 8D'erson Barracks
6th Infantry

This tablet is eroded and part of the lettering obliterated. 9
Except for occasional calls for troops to guard against
Indian uprisings and excursions to the frontier, nothing
noteworthy occurred for a time in or around the Barracks.
Colonel William Jenkins Worth arrived on the post early in
1840 with the 8th Infantry, departing shortly afterward,
ahead of his command, for Tampa, Florida. He was followed by his regiment led by Lieutenant Colonel Newman
C. Clarke. Both were to wear the stars of generals for
gallantry in the Mexican War.
During the year a tract in the northeast portion of the
Barracks containing approximately 110 acres was set aside
for ordnance supply depots, principally for powder in connection with the SC:Louis arsenal.
8. None of the buildings remain (1943).
9. In 1937 a replica made by the W. P. A. was placed at the south entrance to
the gymnasium building.
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The sun dial that now stands in the rear of the present
headquarters building on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi,
also one of the oldest landmarks on the post,. was placed
in 1841. For many years it was the official chronometer
of the post. Another feature Of that period was a nine-acre
garden in which the officers and men took considerable
pride. In it were raised most of the vegetables needed to
supply the garrison.
The entire 6th Infantry that had left the Barracks in
February 1836 returned from Florida on March 20, 1842.
The regiment had· suffered much loss of men, and those
surviving were badly in need of rest and recuperation.
General Atkinson, himself in poor health, was greatly
distressed by the condition of his men. On April 16, 1842,
the 6th was sent by transport to Fort ;Lawson, Choctaw
Nation,· Indian Territory, and he bade a last farewell to
his regiment after having been its commander for 28 years.
From Fort Lawson the regiment was distributed to various
posts in the territory.
On June 14 the General died, ending an Army career
of thirty-four years, which included sixteen years as actual
commanding officer of Jefferson Barracks from the time
of its establishment in 1826. He was buried in St. Louis
with full military honors. General Atkinson was a soldier
devoted to his duty and to those who served with him. He
was not a publicist; obtaining data about him· and his activities is a difficult task. That he had no civil ambitions is
attested by the fact that he was offered but declined the
governorship of the Iowa Territory in 1838.
Colonel David E. Twiggs was the only field officer at
the Barracks when General Atkinson died, and he assumed
temporary command until the arrival of Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Watts Kearny. On Kearny fell the responsibility
of carrying out the program of expansion which the General
had planned. The building in the present Reception Center,
described as the "old headquarters," was reconstructed.
It is the oldest building standing on the post, although no
information is available as to when the original structure
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was erected. It is said that the basement was used as a
prison, and the story has been handed down that in 1832
Black Hawk was confined in a cell which still exists.
The stone building across the street to the north was
erected in 1842 and became ordnance headquarters that
year. The stone storehouse now used as a powder magazine was also built in 1842 at a cost of $35,000. It stands
on an eminence about 800 yards southeast of the Reception
Center and is now surrounded by a stone wall. A tunnel
runs from, beneath this building to the banks of the Mississippi River. Through it ammunition and supplies unloaded
from boats were transported to the building. The first of
the powder depots to be built sits in a deep sink about 200
yards south of the storehouse and is completely obscured
on all sides. It cost $45,000 and was not completed until
1843. A remarkable feature of this building as well as
four others constructed in similar sinks during the period
from 1865 to 1867 is the natural drainage provided by deep
crevices in the rock formation beneath the surface.10 The
powder depots were all connected by tunnels.
The 1st Dragoons were back at the Barracks in July,
1842, after nearly four years of continuous service on the /
western frontiers. They had blazed trails through uncharted
regions, established outposts, convoyed immigrants and
trade caravans, and subdued Indian uprisings.
The 4th Infantry arrived from Florida in August and
with it was Brevet Second Lieutenant James Longstreet,
of whom much was to be heard later in the Mexican War,
and as "Old Pete," a Lieutenant General, in the Confederate
C'
Army.
With the arrival of the 3rd Infantry under Lieutenant
Colonel Ethan Allen Hitchcock on April 22, 1843, Jefferson
Barracks became for a time the largest military establishment in the United States. Two companies of the 3rd
Infantry were soon moved to Fort Leavenworth and sixteen
companies of the-4th and 8th were organized into a school
for brigade drill by Colonel Kearny.
10. This advantage is useful even in present activities (1943). in connection
with camouBage and other training.
I
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On September 30, 1843, Ulysses S. Grant, cadet and
second lieutenant, arrived on the post on his first assignment from West Point and was assigned to the 4th Infantry.
Grant arrived on his own steed expecting to be assigned
to the Dragoons, but the powers that be had other ideas.
Winfield Scott Hancock, cadet, was made a second lieutenant on July 1, 1844, and was assigned to the 6th Infantry,
beginning what was to prove to be another brilliant career
under the stern discipline and able tutelage of the post
commander, Colonel Kearny.
The shadow of war with Mexico was hanging over the
country as early as April 23, 1844, when General Taylor
was ordered to take command of the First Department with
headquarters at Fort Jesup, Louisiana. Orders were issued
for the mobilization of the "Army of Observation" at or
near that point. Eight companies of the 4th Infantry at
the Barracks were ordered to join Taylor's command.
Lieutenant Grant was away on leave when his regiment was ordered to move out. He returned immediately,
obtained an extension of his leave, and proceeded to call
on Miss Julia Dent, sister of Lieutenant Dent, a classmate
at West Point. The Dent family were at their country place,
White Haven, about five miles from the post. When Grant
reached Gravois Creek, he found it swollen by recent rains
and was forced to swim his hol-se. As a result, the irrepressible lover had to borrow dry clothes from Lieutenant Dent
when he reached White Haven. His ardor was not dampened, however, and he was richly rewarded. Before he
rode away to join his regiment, Julia Dent had agreed to
become Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant.
In October Kearny, now a full colonel, returned from
an expedition to the Rocky Mountains with five companies
of the 1st Dragoons. The expedition had covered nearly
3,000 miles.
The entire· 3rd Infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel
Ethan Allen Hitchcock, followed the 4th to Louisiana in a
short time. There the troops wiled away nearly a year in
and around Fort Jesup. Texas had been recognized as an
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independent republic by the United States, England, and
France, but in spite of the defeat of Santa Anna at San
Jacinto it was still claimed by Mexico. The republic had
applied for admission to the Union, and annexation by
the United States awaited only formal acceptance by the
Texas Congress of terms laid down by the Congress of the
United States. Mexico was on the alert awaiting final
action.
On May 28, 1845, General Taylor was notified to prepare his troops for immediate embarkation and to be in
readiness to defend the territory about to become a part
of the United States. Annexation was ratified in July. It
was to be a full year, however, before hostilities began.
In the meantime, following the departure of the 3rd
and 4th Infantry from the Barracks, the 1st Infantry, under
command of Colonel Ivan H. Davenport, replaced them,
maintaining detachments at Fort Scott, Kansas, and at
Fort Snelling, Minnesota.
The year 1846 was a period of great activity at the
Barracks and an anxious time for the nation because of the
Mexican situation. On April 23, the 1st Dragoons were
transferred to Fort Leavenworth. On June 30, Kearny,
promoted to Brigadier General, was given command of the
Northern Wing of the Army of the West. Major Richard
B. Mason, who had been at the post when the Dragoons were
organized in 1833, succeeded General Kearny as commander
of the 1st Dragoons.
In the meantime, the outlook for President Polk's hopes
fora diplomatic settlement of difficulties with Mexico had
virtually faded away. Proposals for a friendly arbitration
of boundary disputes were ignored. American blood was
shed on "American" soil in April and on May 11, 1846,
General Taylor's troops clashed with Mexican forces at Palo
Alto; on May 13 war was declared on Mexico.
Missouri-Was requisitioned for 1.200 volunteers for an
enlistment of six months at $7.00 per month. Three St.
Louis companies reporting to the Barracks on May 12 were
mustered in and embarked for New Orleans on the morning
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of the 12th. Three companies of the 64th Missouri Militia
which had arrived on the 16th were consolidated with five
companies of volunteers which had been mobilized in St.
Louis and were shipped for New Orleans on the 23rd. After
departing, these troops were organized into a regiment
which was designated the "St. Louis Legion."
On May 19, Congress had passed an act authorizing
the organization of the ~rd Regiment of Cavalry and substituting the name "Cavalry" for "Dragoons." The two regiments previously created were numbered in the order of
their formation. Jefferson Barracks was designated as the
depot for eight companies to be raised in Ohio, Illinois,
Kentucky, and Missouri. Only two companies were to be
organized in the east.
On June 18, Braxton Bragg, who had been promoted
to captain, was put in charge of the reorganization of
Batteries Band C of the 3rd Artillery on the post. The
result was Bragg's famous battery. He left shortly afterwards to join General Taylor in Mexico and became an outstanding hero of the war.
On June 29, General Kearny, commander of the Northern Wing of the Army of the West, departed westward via
the Santa Fe Trail with 1,528 men. This expedition was to
add what is now New Mexico, Arizona, and California to
the United States after difficulties with Mexico were settled.
Recruiting of the 3rd Cavalry continued throughout
the summer. The 1st Cavalry proceeded to Bent's Fort on
the Arkansas River in Colorado under Philip· St. George
Cooke, where it joined General Kearny's command.
Captain Edwin Voss Sumner was promoted to major
and remained at the Barracks, taking charge of· recruiting
for the 3rd until the arrival of Colonel Persifer F. Smith.
He then rejoined the 2nd, serving with it throughout the
Mexican War. That Major Sumner was a strict disciplinarian is indicated by the remarks of an old Army surgeon
who said, "Companies would go to drill with full complements of officers, and return under command of brevet second lieutenants, and all of the seniors having been relieved
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by the stern old Major for inefficiency. The regiment was
chaffed for a time as the 'Kangaroo Regiment.''' It will be
recalled that the Major had also been at the post when the
Dragoons were organized in 1833.
By October, nine cOInpanies of the 3rd had been fully
recruited at the post and had left for New Orleans under
the command of Colonel Benjamin L. E. Bonneville.
Brigadier General Kearny, former commander of the
post, had been successful in the New Mexico and California
theaters of the war and had been joined by Colonel John
C. Fremont. Difficulties soon arose between the two officers.
The General ordered Fremont to return to St. Louis, where
he was placed under arrest at the Barracks pending trial.
Many officers were ordered to attend the hearing. Among
them were Major Cook, Major Mason, and Captain Turner.
Cook had previously been stationed at the post as a first
lieutenant in 1833, and in 1846 had left to join Kearny in
Colorado. Found guilty, Fremont resigned from the Army.
President Polk intervened, however, and the penalty was
remitted. Fremont returned to California, and on the
state's admission into the Union in 1849 became its first
United States Senator. In 1856 he received the Republican
nomination for President.
General Kearny, having completed the occupation of
California, was promoted to Major General and made Governor of the district of Vera Cruz in "Mexico. Major Mason,
who had succeeded him in the 1st Dragoons in 1846, again
succeeded him in California.
During the summer of 1846! four companies of the 1st
Infantry left the Barracks to join General Taylor's forces
in Mexico. Troop B, of the 1st Cavalry, was reorganized
at the post in February 1847, and left on April 10 for
Albuquerque, New Mexico, to be joined in September by
Troop K, reorganized at the Barracks in August.
Enlistments of "the-Missouri volunteers had been for
only six months, and between August 9 and August 29,
1847, members of the St. Louis Legion returned to the
Barracks and were immediately mustered out of the service.
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The war did not end until the fall of Mexico City on
September 14, 1847. Through this victory the prestige of
the United states was raised high among the nations of
the world. Over a million and a half square miles of land
had been added to its territory, and no single spot in the
Union could lay claim to a greater share in the glory of
the accomplishment than could Jefferson Barracks. It was
there that the outstanding figures in the brilliant achievement had received their training and seasoning.
In November Brevet Brigadier General David Emanuel
Twiggs, who as a colonel assumed command of the post on
the death' of General Atkinson in ·1842, was made commander of the Department of the West with headquarters
at the post. Twiggs had left the post in 1837 for Florida
and the Seminole Wars with the rank of captain. He afterwards returned to the Barracks.u
.. Many others of the men who have been mentioned or
who passed through the Barracks during these turbulent
times appeared again at the post. In all wars in which
this country has taken part, Jefferson Barracks has been a
hub of activity, drawing to it the men who make the Army
a business as well a3 those who heed their nation's call in
time of need. By this time the post was losing some of
its importance. Missouri was now safe from outside conquest and military protection wa~ no longer necessary. As
a central base for Western forces, however, the Barracks
continued to reign as the queen of Army posts and its commanders were men of ma:rked ability.
Under date of June 8 orders were received providing
that the 6th, 7th, 8th, and Mounted Rifles should assemble
at the Barracks under General Kearny. The 3rd Cavalry
arrived home from Vera Cruz on July 24, 1848. It had
suffered severely both from battle casualties and from
deaths caused by· disease. Lieutenant Colonel Loving was
in command and Lieutenant Winfield Scott Hancock, who
had been a cadet at the post in 1844, was regimental quartermaster. On July 27 the 6th Infantry arrived from Vera
11. Twiggs was later connected with the surrender of Texas to the Confederates.
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Cruz via New Orleans. Its strength, too, was badly depleted,
and as a great many of its members had enlisted only for
the duration, arrival at the post meant a heavy termination
of enlistments. The 8th Infantry arrived by steamer on
August 1 and three months later was transferred to Fort
Lavaca. There one-third of the regiment was claimed in a
short time by an epidemic of cholera.
Ulysses S. Grant, who had been promoted to first lieutenant, returned on August 22 and was married to Miss
Julia Dent. Brevet Captain Longstreet, who had been a
brevet second lieutenant at the Barracks in 1842, was among
the officers present and acted as best man. 12 In 1843, while
Grant was at the Barracks, it is said that he had difficulties
with a Captain Robert Buchanan. Later, on the Pacific
Coast, further difficulties developed between the two men.
Buchanan preferred charges and Grant resigned in 1852.
Troop F of the 1st Cavalry had arrived in July 1848,
and headquarters of the regiment was transferred to the
Barracks in September. Troop B arrived in October and
Troop K in November.
Major General Kearny returned to the Barracks in
precarious health, the result of yellow fever contracted in
Mexico, and died on October 30, 1848. Major Edwin Voss
Sumner, as commanding officer of the post, provided the
escort for hiB funeral on N'ovember 2.
The ranks of the 3rd Cavalry had been filled by recruiting at the Barracks under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Loving. The organization was ordered to establish
a fort at Vancouver, Washington, and left on July 17, 1849.

12. Grant was later transferred to Sackett's Harbor and then to Walla Walla,
Washington.
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